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(T h e  d a tes  in  th is  s to ry  a re  co rrec t, b u t th e  va r io u s  o ccu rren ces  a re  o n ly  tru e  to  th e  

tim es .  Jo h a n n  G eo rg  w a s  th e  g ra n d fa th er  o f A u d rey  G a cken h e im er-H en so n .)  

 

It w a s  S u n d a y  O c to b e r 4  in  th e  ye a r o f  1 8 6 3 . T h e  w e a th e r h a d  tu rn e d  s tu b b o rn ly  c o ld  fo r so  e a rly  in  

th e  se a so n . T h e  fa d e d  b lu e  sk ie s  o f  a u tu m n  h a d  g iv e n  w a y  to  h e a v y  c lo u d s  b lo w n  b e fo re  a  fre sh  ga le . 

B u t n o t to  w o rry , fo r  th e  c ro p s  h a d  a ll b e e n  ga th e re d  a n d  s to re d  in  th e  b a rn  th a t s to o d  b e h in d  th e  

h o u se  o n  K a p e lle n b e rg  S tra sse  1 9  in  th e  sm a ll v illa ge  o f  G ü ltlin ge n . T h e  m ilk  c o w  a n d  a  y o k e  o f  o x e n  

w e re  m u n c h in g  f re sh  h a y  in  th e  w a rm th  o f  th e ir  b a rn  w h ile  a  h a n d fu l o f  c h ic k e n s  w e n t sc ra tc h in g  a n d  

p e c k in g  th ro u gh  th e  s tra w  o n  th e  b a rn  f lo o r, lo o k in g  fo r th e ir  lu n c h . 

 

In  th e  G a c k e n h e im e r h o u se  M o th e r A n n a  M a ria  w a s  ge ttin g  th e  c h ild re n  sc ru b b e d  a n d  p o lish e d , re a d y  

fo r th e ir  w e e k ly  se ss io n  a t C h u rc h . T h e  C h u rc h  w a s  th e  se c o n d  b u ild in g  a b o v e  th e  G a c k e n h e im e r 

d w e llin g , o n  th e  sa m e  s id e  o f th e  s tre e t.  It w a s  a n  o ld  h o u se  o f w o rsh ip  b u ilt b y  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h , 

a n d  ta k e n  o v e r b y  th e  L u th e ra n s  d u rin g  th e  R e fo rm a tio n  th a t sw e p t th a t p a rt o f  G e rm a n y . A  h e a v y  

s to n e w a ll su rro u n d e d  th e  c h u rc h  a n d  h a d  p ro v id e d  sa n c tu a ry  fo r th e  p e o p le  o f th e  v illa ge  w h e n  th e  

o ld  m a ra u d e rs  a tta c k e d  th a t a re a . E v e n  in  1 8 6 3  th e re  w e re  le ss  th a n  a  th o u sa n d  p e o p le  in  th e  sm a ll 

fa rm  c o m m u n ity . 

T h e re  w a s  a  s tro n g  ga te  in  th e  w a ll th a t o p e n e d  o n to  K a p e lle n b e rg  S tra sse  in  fro n t o f  th e  c h u rc h , a n d  

a n o th e r in  th e  re a r w a ll th a t a llo w e d  e n tra n c e  in to  th e  c e m e te ry . A  ta ll m a so n ry  b e ll to w e r s to o d  a t th e  

le ft o f  th e  c h u rc h  o v e rlo o k in g  th e  v a lle y  w h e re  th e  v illa ge  la y , a n d  su rv e ye d  th e  fa rm s  th a t r in ge d  th e  

su rro u n d in g  h ills . T h e  c h u rc h  w a s  b u ilt in  th e  ye a rs  1 4 6 5 -6 7 , th e  d a te  b e in g  c h ise le d  w ith  o ld  A ra b ic  

n u m e ra ls  in to  a  w a ll s to n e  a t th e  le ft o f  th e  fro n t e n tra n c e . 

T h e  h e a v y  o a k e n  s te p s  u p  to  th e  to p  o f th e  b e ll to w e r w e re  d e e p ly  w o rn  b y  th e  fe e t o f  n u m b e rle ss  

ge n e ra tio n s  o f b e ll r in ge rs . A fte r  a  fe w  s te p s  u p , e n tra n c e  w a s  ga in e d  to  th e  in s id e  o f th e  to w e r 

th ro u gh  a  h e a v y  d o o r se c u re d  w ith  a n  a n c ie n t lo c k  th a t h a d  b e e n  m a d e  in  so m e  u n k n o w n  b la c k sm ith  

sh o p  m a n y  h u n d re d s  o f ye a rs  b e fo re . T h e re  w e re  la n d in gs  a t e a c h  le v e l a s  th e  s te p s  p ro c e e d e d  u p  a n d  

a lo n g  th e  in s id e  w a ll. A t th e se  la n d in gs  th e re  w e re  s lits  in  th e  fo u r-fo o t th ic k  m a so n ry  w a ll o f  th e  

to w e r. T h e  s lits  w e re  fo r o b se rv a tio n  a n d  so  a rm e d  m e n  c o u ld  f ire  d o w n  u p o n  th e  e n e m y a p p ro a c h in g  

th e  w a lls .  In  th e  to p -h u n g  tw o  la rge  b ro n ze  b e lls  th a t ru n g  a  w a rn in g  o f a n  e n e m y e n c ro a c h m e n t so  

th e  c o m m u n ity  c o u ld  se e k  sh e lte r  w ith in . A  d o o r o p e n e d  p a rt w a y  u p  th e  to w e r th a t ga v e  e n tra n c e  

in to  th e  a ttic  a b o v e  th e  sa n c tu a ry  b e lo w , a n d  b e n e a th  th e  a n g le  o f  th e  re d  tile  ro o f . 

 

O n  th is  m o rn in g  th e  b e lls  h a d  s ta rte d  to  r in g  in  th e  c h u rc h , b u t th e re  w a s  n o  e n e m y a p p ro a c h in g . It 

w a s  a  c a ll fo r  th e  fa ith fu l to  c o m e  a n d  w o rsh ip . Ja k o b  F rie d ric h  G a c k e n h e im e r, th e  fa th e r a  m a n  o f 5 6  

ye a rs , h a d  d ie d  in  th e  p re v io u s  Ja n u a ry , le a v in g  h is  se c o n d  w ife , th e  f irs t h a v in g  d ie d  so m e  e le v e n  

ye a rs  b e fo re , a n d  fiv e  sm a ll c h ild re n  to  c a re  fo r. T im e s  w e re  v e ry  d iff ic u lt a t b e s t, a n d  th is  le ft a n  

a lm o s t im p o ss ib le  b u rd e n  u p o n  th e  w o m a n , a n d  h e r o ld e s t c h ild , Jo h a n n  G e o rg , w h o  w a s  s ix  ye a rs  o f  

a ge . 
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A n n a  M a ria  s te p p e d  o u t in to  th e  b ra c in g  c o ld  c a rry in g  K a rl a  fo u r-m o n th  in fa n t, w ith  Jo h a n n  M ic h a e l 

c lin g in g  to  h e r sk ir ts  a n d  Jo h a n n  G e o rg  c a rry in g  little  L u ise  K a th a rin a , w ith  little  fo u r-ye a r-o ld  

Jo h a n n e s  d a rtin g  in  a n d  o u t b e tw e e n  th e m  a s  th e y  w a lk e d  th ro u gh  th e  b ra c in g  c o ld  to  th e  ch u rch . 

T h e  c h u rc h e s  in  th o se  d a ys  w e re  n o t h e a te d  a n d  a ll c a m e  h e a v ily  b u n d le d  u n d e r th e ir  w in te rs  b e s t. 

T h e  little  fa th e rle ss  fa m ily  fo u n d  a  se a t b y  M rs . G e n ge n b a c h , th e  M o th e r o f  A n n a  M a ria . S h e  liv e d  

ju s t b e lo w  th e  K a p e lle n b e rg  S tra sse  o n  D e c k e n p fro n n e r S tra sse . G ra n d m a  im m e d ia te ly  b e ga n  to  

su p e rv ise  th e  a c tiv itie s  o f  th e  th re e  o ld e r b o ys  so  th e  se rv ic e  c o u ld  p ro c e e d  u n d is tu rb e d . Jo h a n n  

G e o rg  d id  n o t k n o w  o n  th is  d a y  th a t l i t t le  K a rl w o u ld  d ie  th e  d a y  a f te r  C h ris tm a s  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r. 

(1 8 6 4 ) 

A fte r a  m e a ge r lu n c h  th e  lit t le  s ix -y e a r J o h a n n  G e o rg  fo u n d  th e  h o u se  b o rin g , a n d  so u gh t a d v e n tu re s  

w ith in  th e  c o n f in e s  o f  th e  c h u rc h ’s  c o u rty a rd . T h e  h a rsh  w in d  b le w  th ro u gh  h is  tu ss le d  b lo n d  h a ir , a n d  

tu gge d  a t th e  b u tto n s  o f  h is  a ll  to o  ligh t c o a t. H e  w a s  v e ry  lo n e so m e , a n d  a ll  a lo n e . A t la s t h e  fo u n d  h is  

w a y  to  th e  to p  o f  th e  w a ll a n d  sa t o v e rlo o k in g  th e  v illa ge  a n d  w o n d e rin g  w h a t w a s  to  b e  h is  lo t in  life .  

H e  d e te rm in e d  th a t h e  w o u ld  d o  so m e th in g  th ro u gh  h a rd  w o rk  a n d  s tu d y  th a t w o u ld  m a k e  h is  life  

co u n t. 

 

T h e  n e x t d a y  w a s  th e  f irs t d a y  o f sc h o o l. Jo h a n n  G e o rg  w a s  in  th e  f irs t le v e l o f  th e  lo c a l sc h o o l in  th e  

o n ly  b u ild in g  th a t s to o d  b e tw e e n  th e ir  h o u se  a n d  th e  c h u rc h . T h e  sc h o o l ye a rs  w e re  o n ly  f iv e  m o n th s  

lo n g  a n d  th e  sk ill o f  th e  te a c h e rs  le ft so m e th in g  to  b e  d e s ire d . H o w e v e r it d id  g iv e  h im  a n  e d u c a tio n  

o f so rts . 

W h e n  th e  sh o rt sc h o o l ye a r w a s  f in ish e d  G e o rg  w o u ld  ru n  v a rio u s  c h o re s  fo r h is  m o th e r a b o u t to w n . 

A s  th e  su n  b e ga n  to  w a rm  th e  e a rth  h e  w a s  b u sy  in  th e  ga rd e n  th a t la y  b e tw e e n  th e  sc h o o l a n d  th e ir  

h o u se .  D a ys  tu rn e d  in to  w e e k s , w e e k s  m a d e  m o n th s , a n d  so  th e  ye a rs  ro lle d  o n  u n til o n e  d a y  ju s t 

b e fo re  tu rn in g  in to  th e  te e n s  h is  m o th e r a n n o u n c e d  to  h im  th a t sh e  h a d  a p p re n tic e d  h im  to  M r. L u tz  in  

to w n  a s  a  sh o e m a k e r 's  h e lp er. 

G e o rg  w a s  e x c ite d  o v e r th e  p ro sp e c ts , b u t w a s  a  little  tim id  fo r o n ly  h is  m o th e r a n d  th e  sc h o o lm a s te r  

h a d  e v e r w a tc h e d  h im  w o rk  b e fo re . H o w  m u c h  w o u ld  th e y  e x p e c t o f  h is  sm a ll h a n d s . G e o rg  w a s  

sh o rt fo r  h is  a ge , b u t h is  p le a sa n t ro u n d  fa c e  to ld  o f a  d e s ire  w ith in  to  d o  a n d  to  b e  th e  b e s t th a t h e  

c o u ld  in  w h a te v e r h e  a tte m p te d . 

O n  th e  f irs t d a y  a t th e  sh o e  sh o p  G e o rg  w a s  in tro d u c e d  to  th e  p a tte rn  m a k e r w h o  a lso  d o u b le d  a s  

d e s ign e r, th e  c u tte rs , se w e rs , a n d  th e  sh o e  la s t o p e ra to r. A ll o f  th e  w o rk  w a s  d o n e  b y  h a n d . G e o rg  w a s  

g iv e n  se v e ra l p a irs  o f  d ir ty  fa rm e r 's  sh o e s  to  c le a n  fo r  th e  re p a irm a n . O n e  p a ir  h a d  b e lo n ge d  to  a  

w o o d sm a n  w h o se  a x e  h a d  s lip p e d  a n d  s lic e d  o p e n  th e  to e  o f  h is  sh o e . H e  re m o v e d  th e  d rie d  b lo o d  

f ro m  th o se  a n d  th e  m u c k  f ro m  th e  fa rm e rs ' sh o e s . T h e y  w e re  a ll w a sh e d , sc ru b b e d , a n d  se t a s id e  to  d ry  

so  th e  re p a irm a n  c o u ld  go  to  w o rk  o n  th e m  th e  fo llo w in g  d a y . 

M o st e v e ryo n e  o f th e  a d u lts  in  th e  v illa ge  h a d  a  p a ir  o f  sh o e s  a n d  so m e  o f th e  m o re  a fflu e n t h a d  

se v e ra l p a irs , in c lu d in g  a  p a ir  fo r  c h u rc h  a n d  b u s in e ss  o n ly , so  th e re  w a s  a  lo t o f  re p a ir  w o rk  to  b e  

d o n e  a lo n g  w ith  th e  c re a tio n  o f a  n e w  p ro d u c t. 
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M r. L u tz  w a s  k in d  to  G e o rg , b u t v e ry  in s is te n t th a t e v e ry th in g  h e  d id  w a s  d o n e  p ro p e rly . T h e  d y e s  

a n d  ro u gh  le a th e r m a d e  h is  sm a ll h a n d s  ro u gh  a n d  so re  in  th e  w in te rtim e . F re q u e n t w a sh in g  o n ly  

re m o v e d  m o re  o f  th e  n a tu ra l o ils  f ro m  th e  h a n d s  a n d  le f t  th e  sk in  d ry  a n d  c rack ing . 

T h e re  w a s  n o  n e e d  fo r G e o rg  to  c a rry  h is  lu n c h  s in c e  h e  w a s  o n ly  a  fe w  sh o rt b lo c k s  f ro m  th e  

sa n c tu a ry  o f  h is  h o m e . T h e  h o u rs  in  th e  sh o e  sh o p  w e re  lo n g  a n d  d e m a n d in g , b u t o n c e  a  w e e k  it  w a s  

a ll  w o rth  it  fo r h e  w o u ld  ta k e  h o m e  h is  fe w  M a rk s  fo r th e  u se  o f h is  m o th e r. 

M e n  w o u ld  c o m e  in to  th e  sh o p  a n d  s it w h ile  th e  p a tte rn  m a k e r to o k  th e  m e a su re m e n ts  o f  th e ir  fe e t, 

a n d  d e te rm in e d  th e  e x a c t s ty le  o f  sh o e  th e  p a tro n  d e s ire d . W o m e n ’s ' sh o e s  w e re  c h o se n  fro m  s ty le s  

th a t h a d  b e e n  c re a te d  m o re  fo r a p p e a ra n c e  th a n  fo r c o m fo rt. 

T h e  p a tte rn  m a k e r th e n  d re w  d e s ign s  fo r th e  h e e l, u p p e rs , s id e s , a n d  th e  so le . F ro m  a  p ie c e  o f so ft ta n  

w o o d , ta k e n  fro m  tre e s  in  th e ir  o w n  B la c k  F o re s t, h e  c a rv e d  th e  e n tire  fo o t o f  th e  p a tro n  to  b e  

a tta c h e d  to  th e  sh o e  la s t fo r  m o ld in g  th e  le a th e r u p p e rs . A  c u tte r  w e n t to  w o rk  c u ttin g  th e  p ro p e r 

w e igh  a n d  th ic k n e ss  o f le a th e r fo r  th e  p a rt h e  w a s  m a k in g . 
 

It w a s  c o n fu s in g  to  th e  yo u n g  a p p re n tic e  a s  h e  sw e p t u p  th e  c ru m b s  o f le a th e r a n d  th e  d ir t fro m  th e  

f lo o r a n d  sa w  se v e ra l m e n  w o rk in g  o n  a  s in g le  p a ir  o f  sh o e s . H e  c o u ld  n o t im a g in e  h o w  a ll th o se  

se p a ra te  p ie c e s  w e re  to  c o m e  to ge th e r to  fo rm  th e  sh o e . 

 

S lo w ly  a s  th e  d a ys  a n d  m o n th s  p ro gre sse d  so  d id  G e o rg 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  p ro c e ss . O n e  d a y  h e  

w a s  a llo w e d  to  try  h is  h a n d  a t tra c in g  th e  p a tte rn  o n to  a  p ie c e  o f le a th e r a n d  c u ttin g  it o u t. T h e  sh a rp  

k n ife  w a s  a  h a za rd  a n d  it h a d  a  m in d  o f its  o w n , w a n tin g  to  fo llo w  th e  g ra in  o f th e  le a th e r ra th e r th a n  

th e  c u rv e  o f th e  p a tte rn  m a rk e d  u p o n  it. 

In  tim e  h e  h a d  p re tty  w e ll m a s te re d  e a c h  o f th e  sk ills  o f  th e  tra d e , a n d  o n e  d a y  M a s te r  L u tz  ga v e  h im  

h is  v e ry  o w n  le a th e r a n d  to ld  h im  to  m a k e  a  p a ir  o f  sh o e s  fo r h im se lf . H e  w a s  o v e rjo y e d , fo r h e  h a d  

n e v e r o w n e d  a  n e w  p a ir  o f  sh o e s  b e fo re .  H e  w o rk e d  c a re fu lly  o n  th e m  a f te r h o u rs  in  th e  sh o p . A t la s t 

th e y  w e re  re a d y  fo r th e  u ltim a te  te s t... th e  in se rtio n  o f  th e  o w n e r 's  fo o t. O n ly  a s  h e  s to o d  u p righ t a n d  

to o k  a  f irs t  s te p  in  h is  o w n  n e w  sh o e s  d id  h e  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  it  w a s  so  n e c e ssa ry  to  b e  e x a c tin g  a n d  

c a re fu l in  e v e ry th in g  th a t h e  d id . 

T h e  g re a te s t c o m p lim e n t fo r  a  f in e  p a ir  o f  n e w  sh o e s  w a s  th e  sm ile  o n  th e  p a tro n ’s  fa c e  a s  h e  s te p p e d  

o u t o n to  th e  s tre e t in  h is  sh in in g  n e w  a n d  c o m fo rta b le  p u rc h a se . H e  fe lt th a t d o u b le  p rid e -a s  m a k e r 

a n d  o w n e r o f h is  o w n  n e w  sh o e s . 

T h e  ye a rs  tic k e d  a lo n g  a n d  a b o u t th e  a ge  o f 2 0  ye a rs  h e  m o v e d  to  K u p p in ge n , a  sm a ll v illa ge  a b o u t 

1 0  m ile s  fro m  G ü ltlin ge n , w h e re  h e  m e t a n d  fe ll in  lo v e  w ith  M a rga re th a  M a gd a le n a  H ö p fe r. S h e  w a s  

s ix  ye a rs  h is  se n io r, a n d  h a d  a  so n  o u t o f  w e d lo c k . T h e y  w e re  m a rrie d  o n  M a y  2 8 , 1 8 7 8 . T h e y  n e v e r 

h a d  a n y  c h ild re n . O n  Ju ly  1 4 , 1 8 8 2  th e  little  fa m ily  re s ign e d  th e  L u th e ra n  C h u rc h  a n d  b e c a m e  

M e th o d is ts  th e re  in  K u p p in ge n . 

O n  N o v e m b e r 1 8 , 1 8 8 9  A n n a  M a ria  G e n ge n b a c h -G a c k e n h e im e r d ie d  a n d  th u s  se v e re d  a ll o f  G e o rg’s  

e m o tio n a l tie s  w ith  G e rm a n y . T im e s  w e re  v e ry  h a rd  a t th is  p a rtic u la r  tim e . T h e re  w a s  m u c h  ta lk  

th ro u gh o u t th e  c o u n try  o f th e  m a rv e lo u s  o p p o rtu n itie s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  A m e ric a  a c ro ss  th e  
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A tla n tic  O c e a n  to  th e  w e s t. Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  th e  d e a th  o f  h is  m o th e r h e  b e ga n  w o rk in g  o n  a ll  o f  th e  

n e c e ssa ry  p a p e rs  to  le a v e  G e rm a n y  a n d  m o v e  to  A m e ric a . 

T h e y  la n d e d  in  B a ltim o re , M a ry la n d  o n  M a y  2 9 , 1 8 9 0  a f te r a  s to rm y  1 2 -d a y  tr ip  a c ro ss  th e  o c e a n  o n  

th e  G e rm a n  sh ip  D R E S D E N  sa ilin g  f ro m  B re m e n , G e rm a n y .  T h e y  se ttle d  in  P ittsb u rg , P e n n sy lv a n ia  

a n d  M a gd a le n a  (L e n a ) m a d e  th e  b e s t h o m e  p o ss ib le  fo r G e o rg . T h e  e f f lu v iu m  fro m  th e  s te e l m ills  

m a d e  life  a  ra th e r sh o rt o c c u rre n c e .  A f te r sh e  h a d  liv e d  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  fo r a b o u t 1 5  y e a rs  sh e  

b e ga n  to  sh o w  sy m p to m s o f  T u b e rc u lo s is , a n d  d ie d  o n  O c to b e r 2 0 , 1 9 0 7 . 

H e re  h e  m e t a n d  m a rrie d  A n n a  K a th a rin a  H o ssfe ld -G le n z , th e  w id o w  o f Jo h n  G e o rge  G le n z  a  

G e rm a n  e m igra n t o f  S t. L o u is , M O . T h e y  w e re  m a rrie d  o n  Ju ly  2 2 , 1 9 0 8  in  P ittsb u rgh , P A . In  th e  

U n ite d  S ta te s  G e o rg , n o w  c a lle d  G e o rge , w e n t to  w o rk  a s  a  c o b b le r. H e  w a s  a lso  v e ry  a c tiv e  in  th e  

M e th o d is t C h u rc h  a n d  w a s  o rd a in e d  a s  a  la y  p re a c h e r in  th a t o rga n iza tio n . 

 


