
 1 

Ice World 

By Michele Dutcher 

�

�:KDW
V�WKH�QH[W�VWDU�V\VWHP��6DOW]"��DVNHG�WKH�&DSWDLQ�WR�KLV�KHOPVPDQ���
�
���;(����,�KDWH�WKHVH�FKHFN�XS�PLVVLRQV���DQVZHUHG�WKH�WDOO��YHLQ\��PDOH��KLV�DQJVW�EDUHO\�KLGGHQ�
EHORZ�KLV�UHVSHFW�IRU�WKH�FRPPDQGHU���,�MXVW�DOZD\V�ZLVK�WKDW�ZH
OO�ILQG�D�SURGXFW�RI�D�VHHGLQJ�PLVVLRQ�
WKDW�LV�SURVSHULQJ����
�
�<RX�NQRZ�WKH�GLUHFWLYH�±�VHHG�ZKDW�VHHPV�WR�EH�DQ�XS�DQG�FRPLQJ�SODQHW��OHDYH�LW�IRU�D�IHZ�PLOOLRQ�
RI�WKHLU�\HDUV��WKHQ�VOLS�EDFN�WKURXJK�WKH�SRUWDO�WR�VHH�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG��1RQ�LQWHUIHUHQFH��\RX�NQRZ��
/HW�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�GHYHORS�DV�WKH\�ZLOO���7KH�FRPPDQGHU�ORRNHG�RXW�WKURXJK�WKH�WUDQVSDUHQW�VLGHV�RI�
WKHLU�EXEEOH�RI�D�VWDU�VKLS��WR�VHH�D�VWDU�V\VWHP�UDFLQJ�WRZDUGV�WKHP���:KLFK�SODQHW�ZDV�LW"���
�
�)RXUWK�RQH�IURP�WKH�VWDU��VLU���UHSRUWHG�WKH�RQERDUG�VKLS�KLVWRULDQ��OHDQLQJ�IRUZDUG�D�OLWWOH�WRZDUGV�
KLV�KRORJUDSKLF�FRQVROH��WR�JHW�D�EHWWHU�YLHZ�RI�WKH�V\VWHP
V�FKDUW�DQG�KLVWRULFDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ���
�
7KH�EXEEOH�VKLS�IOHZ�WKURXJK�D�VSKHULFDO�FORXG�RI�VWDUGXVW�DQG�GHEULV��SDVW�RUELWLQJ�EDOOV�RI�URFN�DQG�
LFH��RQ�SDVW�JLDQW�EDOOV�RI�VZLUOLQJ�JDVHV��
�
�7KHUH�LW�LV�VLU��)RXUWK�SODQHW�IURP�WKH�VWDU«��6DOW]
V�YRLFH�WUDLOHG�RII�D�OLWWOH�DV�KH�OLVWHQHG�WR�WKH�VKLS
V�
GHWHFWRUV��6LOHQFH��VLOHQFH�±�HYHQWXDOO\�RQO\�D�VLJK���,
P�VRUU\��EXW�LW�ORRNV�OLNH�DQRWKHU�GXG��&DSWDLQ����
�
7KH�KLVWRULDQ�EHJDQ�WR�H[SRXQG�XSRQ�IDFWV�DQG�FDOFXODWLRQV�QRZ���7KH�ORVV�RI�OLIH�ZDV�SUREDEO\�GXH�WR�
WKH�ORVV�RI�WKH�SODQHW
V�PROWHQ�FRUH��:H
YH�EHHQ�VHHLQJ�WKLV�D�ORW��7KH�FRUH�JRHV�GRZQ��WKH�SODQHW�
ORVHV�LWV�PDJQHWLF�VKLHOGV��WKH�VWDU
V�UDGLDWLRQ�EORZV�DZD\�ZKDW�DWPRVSKHUH�WKH�SODQHW�KDG���+H�VDW�
EDFN�LQ�KLV�VHDW�ZLWK�D�VLJK��DV�WKH�OLIHOHVV��UHG�VSKHUH�EHORZ�KLP�VORZO\�URWDWHG�RQ�LWV�D[LV���
�
�0D\EH�WKH\�PRYHG�LQZDUG���YHQWXUHG�WKH�&DSWDLQ�ZLWK�D�VKUXJ���6DOW]���DQ\�DUWLILFLDO�HQHUJ\�UHDGLQJV�
FRPLQJ�IURP�WKH�WKLUG�SODQHW"���
�
7KH�KHOPVPDQ�UHIRFXVHG�KLV�VHDUFK���,�PD\�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ��,W
V�YHU\�IDLQW�±�EXW�SUREDEO\�ZRUWK�D�
ORRN����
�
�7KDW
V�ZKDW�ZH
UH�KHUH�IRU���VDLG�WKH�FRPPDQGHU�DV�WKH�EXEEOH�EHJDQ�WR�VSHHG�WRZDUGV�WKH�QH[W�
SODQHW�LQ���'HVFULSWLRQ�RI�RYHUDOO�SODQHWDU\�HQYLURQPHQW"���
�
$�ODYHQGHU�FRORUHG�IHPDOH��D�OLWWOH�WKLFNHU�WKDQ�WKH�RWKHUV��EURXJKW�XS�HTXDWLRQV�EHIRUH�VXPPDUL]LQJ��
�7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�ODQG�PDVVHV�VHSDUDWLQJ�OLTXLG�ZDWHU��7KH�HQWLUH�SODQHW�VHHPV�WR�EH�EXULHG�EHQHDWK�D�
WKLFN�OD\HU�RI�LFH����
�
7KH�KLVWRULDQ�SLSHG�XS��EHJLQQLQJ�WR�JHW�H[FLWHG���7KDW
V�SUREDEO\�ZK\�\RXU�UHDGLQJ�LV�VR�VOLJKW��6DOW]�
±�WKH�VLJQDO�PD\�EH�FRPLQJ�IURP�D�VRXUFH�EHQHDWK�WKH�LFH�±�SHUKDSV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ZDWHU����
�
:LWKLQ�WHQ�PLQXWHV�WKH�JDOD[\�WUDYHOOLQJ�EXEEOH�ZDV�KHDW�EODVWLQJ�LWV�ZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�IUR]HQ�FRYHU��
6XGGHQO\�D�SOXPH�RI�VWHDP�URVH�XS��HQFLUFOLQJ�WKH�VKLS�DV�OLTXLG�ZDWHU�WXUQHG�WR�JDV���0RYLQJ�WRZDUGV�
VLJQDO���VDLG�6DOW]�DV�WKH�RUE�VKRW�GRZQZDUGV��LQWR�WKH�GHSWKV��$V�WKH\�GHVFHQGHG��RGG�OLIHIRUPV�
IORDWHG�SDVW��DOO�EHLQJ�UHFRUGHG�E\�WKH�KLVWRULDQ���
�
�&RXOG�ZH�WDNH�LQ�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�IRU�REVHUYDWLRQ"��DVNHG�WKH�KLVWRULDQ���
�
�/HW
V�NHHS�RQ�WUDFN�IRU�QRZ���DQVZHUHG�WKH�&DSWDLQ���,�ZDQW�WR�VHH�ZKDW
V�PDNLQJ�WKDW�DUWLILFLDO�
VLJQDO��7KH�ILQGLQJ�RI�LQWHOOLJHQW�OLIH�LV�RXU�SULPDU\�GLUHFWLYH��:H�FDQ�DOZD\V�FRPH�EDFN�WR�WKLV����



 2 

�
7KH\�ZHUH�KRYHULQJ�QRZ��WKH�DOLHQ�EXEEOH�IORDWLQJ�RYHU�VL[�PHWDOOLF�WXEHV��DOO�RI�WKHP�SDUWLDOO\�FRYHUHG�
ZLWK�HRQV�RI�VLOW�IURP�WKH�RFHDQ�ERWWRP���7KH�VLJQDO�LV�YHU\�FOHDU�QRZ��&DSWDLQ��,Q�RQH�PRPHQW��ZH
OO�
KDYH�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ��,W�VHHPV�WR�EH�D�ORRS����
�
7KH�FUHZ�ZDLWHG�VLOHQWO\�XQWLO�D�PHFKDQL]HG�YRLFH�EHJDQ�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ���7R�ZKRHYHU�ILQGV�WKLV�VLJQDO�
±�NQRZ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�\RX��:H�KRSH�WKHVH�WXEHV�ZLOO�QRW�EH�FDVNHWV��EXW�UDWKHU�
VDUFRSKDJXVHV�±�D�PHFKDQLVP�RI�EULQJLQJ�XV�RU�RXU�'1$�GHVFHQGHQWV�EDFN�WR�OLIH«7R�ZKRHYHU�ILQGV�
WKLV�VLJQDO�±�NQRZ«��7KH�WUDQVODWRU�VKXW�RII���
�
�7KDW�PXVW�EH�WKH�WRWDO�RI�WKH�ORRS���YHQWXUHG�WKH�KLVWRULDQ���
�
�,V�WKHUH�DQ\WKLQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKRVH�WXEHV�DEOH�WR�EH�UH�DQLPDWHG��0HUO\"��DVNHG�WKH�FRPPDQGHU�WXUQLQJ�
WRZDUGV�WKH�IHPDOH���
�
$�PRPHQW�SDVVHG�DQG�WKHQ���1RWKLQJ��&DSWDLQ��7KH�WLPH�KDV�MXVW�EHHQ�WRR�ORQJ��7KHUH
V�MXVW�GXVW�OHIW�
E\�QRZ����
�
7KH�KLVWRULDQ
V�VKRXOGHUV�VDJJHG�D�OLWWOH�QRZ���,�JXHVV�ZH�FRXOG�WDNH�EDFN�RQH�RI�WKH�WXEHV�DV�DQ�
DUWLIDFW��,�MXVW�ZLVK�WKHUH�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�VRPHRQH�OHIW����
�
6XGGHQO\�WKHUH�ZDV�D�VPDOO�YRLFH�FRPLQJ�RYHU�WKH�WUDQVODWRU���+DYH�\RX�FRPH�WR�YLVLW�WKH�JUDYH�WXEHV�
RI�WKH�VXUIDFH�GZHOOHUV"��LW�DVNHG�TXLHWO\���
�
$OO�RQ�ERDUG�FDPH�WR�DWWHQWLRQ���<HV�±�\HV�ZH�KDYH���DQVZHUHG�WKH�&DSWDLQ��VWXPEOLQJ�RYHU�KLV�ZRUGV���
�
�7KHVH�VXUIDFH�GZHOOHUV�KDG�DOZD\V�KRSHG�VRPHRQH�ZRXOG�FRPH��,W�LV�JRRG�WR�NQRZ�\RX�ILQDOO\�FDPH�
EDFN����
�
7KH�KLVWRULDQ�FRXOG�QRW�KHOS�EXW�MXPS�LQ���+RZ�GR�\RX�NQRZ�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�KHUH�EHIRUH"���
�
%\�QRZ��RXWVLGH�WKH�VWDU�EXEEOH��WKHUH�ZHUH�WKRXVDQGV�RI�VRIW�OLJKWV��DV�LI�VRPHRQH�KDG�ZDONHG�LQWR�
WKHLU�EDFN\DUG�RQ�D�VXPPHU
V�QLJKW�WR�ZDWFK�ILUHIOLHV�SRXU�GRZQ�IURP�WKH�KLOOV���:H�KDYH�DOZD\V�EHHQ�
KHUH��LQ�WKH�GHHSHVW�GHSWKV��ZDWFKLQJ��IDU�DZD\�IURP�WKH�VXUIDFH�GZHOOHUV�DQG�WKH�GHYDVWDWLRQ�WKH\�
ZUHFNHG�XSRQ�WKHPVHOYHV��:H�DUH�DV�PXFK�FKLOGUHQ�RI�WKH�PROWHQ�FRUH�EHQHDWK�XV�DV�WKH\�ZHUH�WKH�
FKLOGUHQ�RI�VWDUGXVW����
�
�:RXOG�\RX�OLNH�WR�FRPH�ZLWK�XV��LQWR�WKH�KHDYHQV"��UXVKHG�WKH�KLVWRULDQ��RYHUZKHOPHG���:H�FRXOG�
EXLOG�DQ�HQYLURQ�IRU�VRPH�RI�\RX�DERDUG�RXU�VKLS����
�
7KHUH�ZDV�D�PRPHQW�RI�TXLHW�DV�D�ZDYH�RI�OLJKW�ZHQW�WKURXJK�WKRVH�DVVHPEOHG�RXWVLGH��DQG�WKHQ�WKH�
OLJKW�ZDVKHG�EDFN�WRZDUGV�WKH�VWDUVKLS���:H�DUH�FRQWHQW�WR�UHPDLQ�ZKHUH�ZH�KDYH�DOZD\V�EHHQ����
�
�7KHQ�ZH
OO�HYHQWXDOO\�JR�RQ�RXU�ZD\�ZLWKRXW�\RX���VDLG�WKH�&DSWDLQ���%XW�ZH
G�OLNH�WR�VWD\�IRU�D�ZKLOH�
DQG�GRFXPHQW�\RXU�ZRUOG�DQG�\RXU�FXOWXUH����
�
�$V�\RX�ZLVK���7KHUH�ZDV�VLOHQFH�QRZ��DV�WKRXJK�WKH�WZR�FXOWXUHV�ZHUH�UHVWLQJ�LQ�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�WKH\�
ZHUH�QR�ORQJHU�DORQH���:H�KDYH�RQO\�RQH�UHTXHVW��DIWHU�\RX�OHDYH��GRQ
W�ZDLW�VR�ORQJ�WR�FRPH�EDFN����
�
%RWK�JURXSV�VPLOHG�� 

7KH�(QG 

Copyright © 2009 Michele Dutcher 

 


